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a treaty of peace with any Government, they heartily respect and observe the terms of it to their dying moment; and consider the violation of it a great sin, opposed to the spirit of Islam.
When any Maharnmedan ruler concludes a compact witb any Government, his subjects are understood to be included in the same, and bound to think themselves responsible for carrying out the terms, although nothing may have been said of them at the time of the agreement. Because when, the prince of a State contracts with a Hakim for the time being, he does> so on behalf of all his subjects and not for his own private-self. In a word, the agreement may be looked upon as one entered into by the subjects.
It is a fact well known to every one that during the Sepoy Mutiny, when the whole native army rebelled against the British .Government and began to commit as much mischief and cruelty as it could, the native Chiefs that respected their covenant did? not prove faithless, but remained firm in their allegiance to the Paramount power.
But those who acted against their plighted faith, besides making themselves notorious in the eyes of the British officials, acted against the principles and practices of Islam.
One who is insincere and violates his promises, is according to his own religion, looked upon as having committed a great sin, and to what punishment is such a man to be ultimately doomed, will be perfectly known on the Day of Judgment. In short, such a man is a loser in this as well as in the world to come.
When the laws of Mahomed enjoin the fulfilment of our promises during the whole term of a treaty, it is incumbent upon every native Prince or Chief to observe the same till the period of its close, and faithfully carry it out without a thought of violating it.
It is well known that the agreements and treaties with their several articles and propositions detailed in each treaty entered